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What is a Region?

Think about where you live, where you go to
school, and where you shop. These places are all
part of your neighborhood. In geographic terms,
your neighborhood is a region. A region is an area
that has common features that make it different
from surrounding areas.

What regions do you live in? You live on a
continent, in a country, and in a state. These are
all regions that can be mapped.

Regions can be divided into smaller regions
called subregions. For example, Africa is a major
world region. Africa’s subregions include North
Africa, West Africa, East Africa, central Africa,

East Africa is a subregion of Africa. It is an area
of plateaus, rolling hills, and savanna grasslands.
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and southern Africa. Each subregion can be
divided into even smaller subregions.

Regional Characteristics Regions can be
based on physical, political, economic, or cultural
characteristics. Physical regions are based on
Earth’s natural features, such as continents, land-
forms, and climates. Political regions are based
on countries and their subregions, such as states,
provinces, and cities. Economic regions are based
on money-making activities such as agriculture or
industries. Cultural regions are based on features
such as language, religion, or ethnicity.
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ajor World Regions

~ Regional Boundaries All regions have
~ boundaries, or borders. Boundaries are where
~ the features of one region meet the features of a
~ different region. Some boundaries, such as
~ coastlines or country borders, can be shown as
"~ lines on a map. Other regional boundaries are
"~ less clear.

& Transition zones are areas where the features
of one region change gradually to the features of
a different region. For example, when a city’s
suburbs expand into rural areas, a transition zone
- forms. In the transition zone, it may be hard to
~ find the boundary between rural and urban areas.

Types of Regions There are three basic types
of regions. The first is a formal region. Formal
regions are based on one or more common fea-
tures, For example, Japan is a formal region. Its
People share a common government, language,
and culture.

The second type of region is a functional
region. Functional regions are based on move-
ment and activities that connect different places.
For example, Paris, France, is a functional region.
Itis based on the goods, services, and people that
mmove throughout the city. A shopping center or
an airport might also be a functional region.
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The international border between
Kenya and Tanzania is a clearly
defined regional boundary.

The third type of region is a perceived region.
Perceived regions are based on people’s shared
feelings and beliefs. For example, the neighbor-
hood where you live may be a perceived region.

The three basic types of regions overlap to
form complex world regions. In this textbook, the
world is divided into nine major world regions
(see map above). Each has general features that
make it different from the other major world
regions. These differences include physical, cul-
tural, economic, historical, and political features.

Understanding
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1. Regions can be based on what types of
characteristics?

|
| 2. What are the three basic types of regions?
i
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